
No matter your age, race, economic status, religious background, 
gender or sexual orientation, you are welcome here.

Piedmont Community Church 
400 Highland Avenue

Piedmont, California 94611
(510) 547-5700

welcome
VISIT ONLINE AT PIEDMONTCHURCH.ORG

EASTER SUNDAY
APRIL 5, 2026 - 8:30 and 10am
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Words: Charles Wesley, 1739 Music: from Lyra Davidica, London, 1708

Easter hymn
Christ the Lord is risen today



   

Welcome and Announcements		                                                Dr. Steve Schibsted
 
Words of Christian Greeting

Prelude                                                      

*Church Bell 	             (*The congregation is invited to stand)

*Call to Worship                                                                                                      
                                                                                      
Liturgist:	 God of joy and life and promise,
People: 	 We come to you this day to celebrate the renewal of life in the joys 	
		  of this Easter season.
Liturgist: 	 May that joy fill all our days,
People: 	 And may the resurrection of Christ inspire us to work for 
		  love and peace.
Liturgist: 	 May we be renewed in our time with you and with one another today!
All:		  As we worship you in spirit and in truth.

  
*Hymn	                                 Christ the Lord is risen today    	                   Easter hymn

*Prayer of Confession                                                                                          Dr. Don Ashburn

     Great God and Lord of life, sometimes it is so hard to believe. We find ourselves like the 
disciple Thomas, who needed to see the risen Jesus clearly and fully with his own eyes. 
Sometimes it is hard to believe that the resurrection of Christ really happened. So, forgive 
our doubt and slowness of heart. Help us to believe! Help us to renew our faith in the great 
power of Easter. And may that transform us body, mind and spirit to serve you and all 
your people. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Choral Response and Words of Assurance	
	 	

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain; 
Love lives again that with the dead has been.

                                       Fields of our hearts renewed in love like wheat that springeth green. 	
 –music by Sylvia Sudat

Scripture Reading                             Luke 24:1-8                                               Dr. Ashburn

     On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices 
they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they 
were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood 
beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the 
men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has 
risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man 
must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised 
again.’ ” Then they remembered his words.

ORDER OF WORSHIP



  
Anthem	                                                              Great day                                              arr. Warren Martin
                                                                        Chancel Choir                                                                (1916-1982)

Great day, the righteous marching, God’s going to build up Zions walls. 
We want no cowards in our band, we call for valiant-hearted men. Great day...

Chariot rode on the mountain top, my God spoke and the chariot did stop. Great day...
                                              This is the day of Jubilee, the Lord has set his people free. Great day...	
			 
	                                                                                                                                                    –Traditional American spiritual

Scripture Reading                           John 21:15-19                                                 

     When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, 
“Feed my lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, 
“Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The third time 
he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked 
him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 

     Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you 
wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress 
you and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of 
death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 

Sermon                                             CHANGED LIVES
                                                             Rev. Dr. Steve Schibsted

*Hymn (see NEXT page)        Crown him with many crowns� Diademata

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer                                               Dr. Ashburn                                                        

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

Offertory                                                  O clap your hands                                          Stephen Main
                                                                    Chancel Choir
                     Owen Miyoshi and Tyler Graves, trumpets, Erika Miras, horn
                               Becca Burrington and Todd Weinman, trombones
                          Norman Peck, Don Baker and Sean Arietta, percussion
                                       John Wilson, organ, Kymry Esainko, piano
	 O clap your hands all ye people. Shout unto God with the voice of triumph. For the Lord most high is great in 
majesty; he is a great King over all the earth. 
	 God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing praises unto our King. 
For God is the King of all the earth; sing ye praises, everyone that hath understanding. 	
	 God reigneth over the nations; God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness.	
                                                                                                                                                                                              –Psalm 47:1-2, 5-8
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Words: Matthew Bridges, 1851, and Godfrey Thring, 1874 Music: George J. Elvey, 1868

Diademata
Crown him with many crowns



*Doxology 		  (Hymnal, p. 572)

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                                        Dr. Ashburn

     Gracious God, in Jesus Christ you reign among us and within us. So, transform these 
gifts we give to bring about your realm of peace on this earth. Bless them. Bless us. And 
send us out from this time of worship to bless the world – to be your channels of peace and 
care, especially to those who are in need. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*The Hallelujah Chorus		  G. F. Händel	
(The congregation is invited to rise and join the choir in singing)
	
     Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever. King of kings, and Lord of lords, hallelujah.

*Commission and Benediction	                                                                    Dr. Schibsted

Voluntary                                   	                                                                                       Improvisation
	

Enjoy light refreshments and fellowship in the Courtyard

OVERFLOW ROOM
Closed Circuit TV

COURTYARD

Ladies 
Room

Mens 
Room

GUILD HALL SANCTUARY

Main Entrance

Secondary Entrance

CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
BUILDING 

Parking Lot

CAMPUS MAP



  

Easter Lily Donations
If you purchased a lily, please feel free to take one home  

after the 10am service only.

In Memory Of

Dixon Young (Catherine & Mike Hagerty)
Ronald Krieger (Catherine & Mike Hagerty)
Charles C. Yager (Janice Yager)
Kathleen Thurston (Judy Foreman)
Lily Foreman (Judy Foreman)
Bruce Leslie Wolfe (Linda Wolfe, Heather Wolfe, Hilary Wolfe, Brian Mahany,  
                                         Walker Mahany and Audrey Mahany)
Richard Deutsche (Deutsche Family, Monika Deutsche)
Bett and William Hunter (Margaret and Larry Lum)
Annie and Samuel Lum (Margaret and Larry Lum)
Gerry McLaughlin (McLaughlin - Peloquin Family)
Irene Diamant (McLaughlin - Peloquin Family)
Robert and Carol Peloquin (McLaughlin - Peloquin Family)
George and Jean Petersen (McLaughlin - Peloquin Family)
Brian Burke (Susan Hill) 
Efale McFarland (Susan Hill) 
James Wells (Susan Hill) 
Bill Drum (Susan Hill)
Arthur and Edith Hicks (Eric Behrens and Joyce Hicks)
Robert and Helen Behrens (Eric Behrens and Joyce Hicks)
Corinne and Bill Banket (Bill and Susan Banker)
Marcia Nebel (Susan and Bill Banker)
O.W. and Ruth Willard (Pat Leicher)
Fran and Dick Leicher (Pat Leicher)
John Newton (Pat Leicher)
Joe and JoAnne Giessler (Jo and Jennifer Giessler)

 



‘THE MESSENGER’
SUBSCRIBE AT PIEDMONTCHURCH.ORG

 
For your convenience, we now accept Venmo.
To donate, open your Venmo app, click SCAN 
and scan the QR Code.

Piedmont Church is equipped with the 
Loop Hearing System. Headsets are available 
in the Narthex. Ask an Usher for assistance.

Jay Foreman, Property Manager
Jay@PiedmontChurch.org

Mariana Navarrete, Operations Coordinator
Mariana@PiedmontChurch.org

Carol Leslie, Events Coordinator
EventsWow@aol.com

CHURCH STAFF
Kerry Persichitte, Director, NextGen 
and Community Engagement
Kerry@PiedmontChurch.org

Phoebe Jue, NextGen Associate Director
Phoebe@PiedmontChurch.org

Leslie Quantz, Children’s Ministries
Leslie@PiedmontChurch.org

Jennifer Giessler,
Hospitality, Volunteer Coordinator
Jennifer@PiedmontChurch.org

Dr. Steve Schibsted, Senior Pastor
Sschibsted@PiedmontChurch.org

Dr. Don Ashburn, Associate Pastor
Don@PiedmontChurch.org

Dr. Stephen Main, Music Minister
Steve@PiedmontChurch.org

Toni Fischer, Business Manager
Toni@PiedmontChurch.org 

VISIT ONLINE AT PIEDMONTCHURCH.ORG


