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SUBSCRIBE

Students Deliver Holiday Joy
After spending time earlier in December making 
ornaments and Christmas cards, our students asked if they 
could personally deliver them to some of the housebound 
members of our congregation. 

So, they did just that - dropping off their handmade gifts, 
singing a few carols and bringing a whole lot of Christmas 
cheer along the way.

It was a simple but deeply meaningful afternoon, and a 
beautiful example of our students living out compassion 
and joy. 

The Winter Session of Life 
Groups is starting soon. 
In-person groups meet at 
church on Thursday evenings 
from January 8 to February 12. 
4 of these groups get together 
starting at 6:15pm in Guild Hall 
for a shared meal, and then 
meet in separate rooms in the 
church at 7 pm. 

There is also a group for parents 
of younger children that meets 
at 5:30 and then joins in dinner. Child care is available. 

Online Life Groups meet from Wednesday January 7 until 
February 11 at 3 pm. Participants in Online Life groups will 
receive a Zoom link from the group leader once registrations 
are finalized. Adults are invited to participate in a Life Group, 
whether or not they have been in a group before. Each group 
of 8-12 people involves discussion, Bible study and mutual 
support. All participants need to sign up to be part of a Life 
Group, whether in person or online. Registration deadline is 
January 6. Don@PiedmontChurch.org 

Winter Life Groups Begin Thursday

IN-PERSON

ONLINE

Our next FREE adults Game & Gab Night will be held on 
Saturday, January 24, 6:30-9pm in Guild Hall. Snacks, dessert 
and drinks will be served. Enjoy chat tables for those who don’t 
like to play games. Click the registration link below or sign up in 
the Courtyard after worship thru Sunday, January 18. 
Online registration will be open thru Friday, January 23.  

Contact Kathy Hurd at 11kdhurd@gmail.com

Photos by Phoebe Jue

https://www.piedmontchurch.org/messenger/
mailto:Don%40PiedmontChurch.org%20?subject=
https://piedmontcommunitychurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3303969
https://piedmontcommunitychurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3303980
mailto:11kdhurd%40gmail.com?subject=
https://piedmontcommunitychurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3328367
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Seniors Seeking Conversation and Coffee 
meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
each month in Guild Parlor, 9:30-11am. 
All seniors, aged 65-110 years, are 
welcome. Contact Ann Chandler at 
(510) 444-0280

Seniors Conversation & Coffee

We warmly invite all 7th graders and above to join us for our 
2026 Confirmation journey—a meaningful season of exploring 
faith, asking questions and growing together.

Classes begin Sunday, January 11, and lead up to a special 
overnight retreat March 27–28, with Confirmation Sunday 
celebrated on Palm Sunday, March 29.

Schedule
• Sundays, 12 - 1pm (starting January 11)
• Optional: Mondays, 3 - 4pm (offered if enough interest)
Location: Youth Room, C.E. Building
Curriculum: Alpha Youth Series

What Students Will Experience
• Explore core Christian beliefs
• Engage in open, honest conversations
• Build friendships and belonging
• Craft a personal Statement of Faith with guidance and support

Confirmation Sunday
Students who choose to become active members will be  
presented during worship on Palm Sunday, March 29.

Register by January 6

Confirmation Classes Begin Jan 11

Don’t Miss a Beat
Our church calendar is updated almost daily to reflect all the 
events happening at Piedmont Community Church.

January 11
Love of Another Kind
I Corinthians 13:1-8
Steve Schibsted preaching

January 18
Love in Action
I Corinthians 13:1-8
Steve Schibsted preaching

January 25
Love Lets Go
I Corinthians 13:4-8
Don Ashburn preaching

February 1
Love’s Beginning
I Corinthians 13:4-8
Steve Schibsted preaching

February 8
Slow to Anger 
I Corinthians 13:4-8; 
Ephesians 4:26
Steve Schibsted preaching

February 15
Love and Truth
I Corinthians 13:4-8; 
Philippians 1:9-11
Don Ashburn preaching

Current Sermon Series

Alaska Mission Trip — Fairbanks, AK, June 6–12
Open to rising 7th–12th graders | $1,200 per student
Registration required by May 1

In partnership with Next Step Ministries, students will serve 
local communities, grow in faith, and build lasting friendships 
through hands-on service and shared experiences.

Youth Trip to Fairbanks in June

https://piedmontcommunitychurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3291547
https://www.piedmontchurch.org/calendar-2023/
https://piedmontcommunitychurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3331069
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One of the priorities for Piedmont 
Community Church’s Vision 2030 is to 
create a Congregational Care Ministry to 
offer care and support to those ‘facing 
challenges, joys and everything 
in between.’ 

For several months, a team has been 
meeting to identify some of our 
congregation’s needs and explore ways to meet them. 
Four trained lay volunteers have joined Don Ashburn in 
visiting about 30 folks who are unable to attend worship. 

We want to expand this ministry, offering more people a 
chance to provide care. Starting in January, Piedmont Church 
is partnering with First Presbyterian Church, Berkeley to offer 
a series of Life Skills classes. FPCB has held these popular 
classes for several years. They focus on developing communica-
tion skills, enhancing spiritual growth, navigating transitions, 
promoting healing and preparing participants to care for others 
– family, friends or community. 

If you want to take part, classes meet Wednesdays from 6:30 
to 9pm in Berkeley from January 7 to April 29. You don’t need 
to attend every class to benefit. Several Piedmont Church folks 
will be taking part, so carpooling is available. There is a fee of 
$100, though Piedmont Church can defray some of the cost. 

Contact Don Ashburn at Don@PiedmontChurch.Org    

Congregational Care and Life Skills 

Our church lending library is full of 
spiritual food for the soul and we’re 
excited to share them all with our 
community. Our only request is that 
books be returned. Even if you’ve 
had a book for many months or 
even years, we’d love them back…no 
questions asked.

Books will have a “Return to 
Piedmont Church” on the inside 
cover. Contact Suzie Skugstad 
suzie@hsdesigneb.com to donate.

Lending Library, Spiritual Growth 

A memorial service for Piedmont Church member 
Marilyn Siden will be held Saturday, January 17, 11am. 
A lunch reception will follow.

Marilyn Siden Memorial Jan 17

Online Bible Study
Each Monday from 10 to 11am, Don Ashburn 
leads an online study. We’re currently study-
ing the Book of Daniel. To participate fully, no 
previous experience in Bible study is expected 
or required. Just come with an open heart 
and mind.

Contact Don Ashburn at  
Don@PiedmontChurch.org

The Zoom link is:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83211177073

A memorial service for Piedmont Church member 
Steve Wuebbens will be held Saturday, January 24, 11am. 
A lunch reception will follow.

Steve Wuebbens Memorial Jan 24

Middle School Midweek takes place each Wednesday from 
2:45–4pm in the C.E. Building Youth Room. Come hang out, 
connect with friends (and make new ones), play some awesome 
games and grow in your faith. We can’t wait to see you there.

Middle School Midweek

Men’s Breakfast Group Thursdays
You are invited to a weekly gathering of men for breakfast at 
Mama’s Royal Café on Broadway at 8am Thursday mornings. 
Enjoy good food, lively conversation and fellowship. 
Contact Kurt Peterson at kpeterson@pmrlegal.com

Our evening time to sit 
together continues on 
Tuesdays from 5:15 to 
6pm. Stretching before 
sitting in silence in 
community with others 
who seek sanctuary. 

‘Breathe’ Resumes Tuesday

mailto:Don%40PiedmontChurch.Org?subject=
mailto:suzie%40hsdesigneb.com?subject=
https://fpcberkeley.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/44d2b5a9-a907-4adb-b534-f448d6162467
mailto:Don%40PiedmontChurch.org.%20%20?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83211177073
mailto:kpeterson%40pmrlegal.com?subject=
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January 4 Worship Media

1,730 Views
266 Hours Past 30 Days 
581 Total Subscribers

Our Channel This Week

WATCH

It was Communion Sunday. Steve Schibsted preached. 
Rev. Nancy Walters delivered our liturgy. Music by guest 
organist Mark Winges and Tina Harrington.

Don’t Miss a Beat

Looking For Peace 
Sanctuary now open weekdays, 12 noon - 1pm

Our church calendar is updated almost daily to reflect all the 
events happening at Piedmont Community Church.

We invite you as members of the church community 
and the community at large who seek sanctuary for quiet 
contemplation to come at noon on weekdays to sit in silence.  

The Sanctuary will be open 12 noon to 1pm with the only 
provision that no food or drink are allowed. 

For your convenience, we now accept Venmo 
for making donations using your phone. 
We are @PiedmontChurch

To donate, open your Venmo app, click SCAN 
and scan the QR Code.

The staff parking lot is small and often overcrowded on  
Sundays. A reminder to please leave the lot available for those 
who truly need direct access to church property, especially 
those who have limited physical ability to walk. Thank you!

Staff Parking Lot Reminder

We have learned a lot since 2020 
about the consequences of COVID 
infections, which continue to impact 
the health of the most vulnerable 
and those we love.

To keep everyone we love well when 
gathering, we should take advan-
tage of multiple effective strategies 
developed since 2020: 1) get updated 
COVID, influenza, and RSV vaccines 
that strengthen our individual and 
community immunity;  2) use rapid home antigen tests that are 
now free and available again by mail from the USPS; 3) take 
Paxlovid and other early antiviral treatments to reduce the risk 
of severe complications; 4) mask to protect yourself and pre-
vent transmission; 5) use proper hand hygiene; and 6) ensure 
good ventilation wherever you gather.  

For more information here are trusted sources:

Updated Vaccines: 
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/vaccines/stay-up-
to-date.html

Staying Well While Gathering

Connecting Students to Ministry
Open to All Middle and High School Students
Students Serving is your student’s chance to step into 
meaningful leadership—whether in tech, music, kids ministry, 
hospitality or more. We connect students to roles that match 
their gifts, provide training and mentorship and create a space 
to build lasting relationships while making a difference at 
church and with our community mission partners. 

Open to kids of all faiths and those with no faith background, 
this program helps students grow in confidence, develop 
real-world skills and earn service hours—all while being part of 
something bigger than themselves.

Click or scan to get started:  
https://piedmontchurch57.servewireapp.
com/positions/

https://www.piedmontchurch.org/live/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfHlAuN6YnBZzk6ZZv0mrVg
https://www.piedmontchurch.org/calendar-2023/
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://piedmontchurch57.servewireapp.com/positions/
https://piedmontchurch57.servewireapp.com/positions/

