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SUBSCRIBE

Christmas Gathering is December 12
Our wonderful Christmas Gathering reception is fast 
approaching. Mark your calendar and sign up today for an 
evening of delicious appetizers from Ann’s Catering, wines 
and dessert followed by singing Christmas carols together.  
Such a fun evening of fellowship with friends.

The date is Friday, December 12, 5-8pm in Guild Hall. Wear a 
Christmas sweater or casual cocktail attire. Sign up below. 

Due to the catering cut off, last minute registrations will be 
taken only if space is available. Cost is $20 per adult. Adults 
only please. Contact Kathy Hurd at 11kdhurd@gmail.com

The Alternative Gift Market gives 
you the opportunity to care for more 
than just your family and friends at 
Christmas. These gifts will reach 
around the world to bring life-giving 
aid to people who are in 
desperate need.

One hundred percent of your gift will 
go to the ministries you choose to 
support. When you purchase this gift 
in someone’s honor, you can receive 
a descriptive insert that can be placed 
into a card to let the person know 
what you have purchased in 
their name.

Purchase AGM gifts in person at 11am Sunday, December 14 
in Guild Hall with Agency Representatives available to answer 
questions. Courtyard tables available December 7 and 21. 

Contact Selma Chin at selmachin@yahoo.com  or  call
(510) 290-5732

Alternative Gift 
Market December 14

Piedmont Community Church will host a total of three (3) 
services on Christmas Eve. 

Our Family-Friendly Service begins at 4pm with message and 
music intended for children and young families. 

Our two (2) Traditional Candlelight Services will begin at 8 and 
10pm. All Services will be held in our Sanctuary.

Christmas Eve Service Times

Sanctuary Poinsettias for Christmas
Deadline for Reservation is December 12
Now an annual tradition, 
Christmas Poinsettias are 
available to purchase in 
honor or in memory of a 
loved one. 

The donated plants will 
beautify the Sanctuary, 
adding holiday color on
Christmas Eve.

Cost is $17 per plant. To purchase a poinsettia in honor or in 
memory of a loved one, click or scan below.

Non profits, including churches, are often the target of email 
scammers during the holidays. Piedmont Church will never 
email you asking for gift cards. Know that any email appearing 
to come from a church member is likely also suspect.

Beware of Email Scammers

https://www.piedmontchurch.org/messenger/
mailto:11kdhurd%40gmail.com?subject=
https://piedmontcommunitychurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3212032
mailto:selmachin%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.piedmontchurch.org/agm/
https://www.piedmontchurch.org/2025-christmas-poinsettias/
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Harbor House Christmas Store

A group from our church will be volunteering to pack food at 
the Alameda County Community Food Bank on December 10, 
8:30am to 12:30pm. On that day, we will be filming for the 
Christmas offering video. We would like to have a substantial 
presence showing our support for the important work they do 
for those in need. Click or scan for info and to sign up.

Help stock Harbor 
House’s Christmas 
Store. This is a great 
opportunity to support 
Harbor House, one of 
Piedmont Church’s 
mission partners 
serving low-income 
families in Oakland. 
The Christmas Store allows parents to choose their children’s 
gifts and purchase them for just $2 per toy. All proceeds from 
the store go to families facing urgent financial needs. You can 
help supply the store by ordering online from their Wish List 
on Amazon. The deadline for buying gifts is December 8.  

Our Christmas Eve Offering
The Piedmont 
Church Christmas 
Eve offerings for all 
services will go to 
the Alameda County 
Community Food 
Bank (ACCFB).  Our support helps the food insecure including 
those who are served by our partners CityTeam and Harbor 
House. This need is compounded by the holiday season and the 
recent government shutdown. Our goal this year, due to this 
extraordinary need, is to raise $40,000. Please help feed 
people in need with your generous donations during the 
Christmas Eve offerings.

Volunteer December 10, 8:30am - 12pm

Longtime Piedmont Church member Connie Hosemann 
passed away on Thursday, November 27. We send 
condolences to her husband, Bob, and to her family. 
No date for a memorial has been set. Please check future 
Messenger for details.

Connie Hosemann Has Passed

The Winter Session of Life 
Groups is starting soon. 
In-person groups meet at 
church on Thursday evenings 
from January 8 to February 12. 
4 of these groups get together 
starting at 6:15pm in Guild Hall 
for a shared meal, and then 
meet in separate rooms in the 
church at 7 pm. 

There is also a group for parents 
of younger children that meets 
at 5:30 and then joins in dinner. Child care is available. 

Online Life Groups meet from Wednesday January 7 until 
February 11 at 3 pm. Participants in Online Life groups will 
receive a Zoom link from the group leader once registrations 
are finalized. Adults are invited to participate in a Life Group, 
whether or not they have been in a group before. Each group 
of 8-12 people involves discussion, Bible study and mutual 
support. 

All participants need to sign up to be part of a Life Group, 
whether in person or online. Registration deadline is 
January 6. Don@PiedmontChurch.org 

Winter Life Groups Begin Jan 8

IN-PERSON

ONLINE

Online Bible Study
Each Monday from 10 to 11am, Don Ashburn 
leads an online study. We’re currently study-
ing the Book of Psalms. To participate fully, no 
previous experience in Bible study is expected 
or required. Just come with an open heart 
and mind.

Contact Don Ashburn at  
Don@PiedmontChurch.org

The Zoom link is:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83211177073

Women Together Decorates Cookies
On Saturday, December 13, 2-3:30pm, you’re invited to our 
second annual holiday cookie decorating event held in the 
Kettlewell Room. Julie Nevis will lead us and we’ll each take 
home 4-6 festive cookies. Christmas cheer, music and hot 
cider will be provided.

https://hhministries.org/christmas-store
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3J89AP01IFSP5/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://piedmontcommunitychurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3319523
https://accfb.tfaforms.net/20?groupvolhoursid=a1DRl00000Ctb3FMAR
mailto:Don%40PiedmontChurch.org%20?subject=
https://piedmontcommunitychurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3303969
https://piedmontcommunitychurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3303980
mailto:Don%40PiedmontChurch.org.%20%20?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83211177073
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One of the priorities for Piedmont 
Community Church’s Vision 2030 is to 
create a Congregational Care Ministry to 
offer care and support to those ‘facing 
challenges, joys and everything 
in between.’ 

For several months, a team has been 
meeting to identify some of our 
congregation’s needs and explore ways to meet them. 
Four trained lay volunteers have joined Don Ashburn in 
visiting about 30 folks who are unable to attend worship. 

We want to expand this ministry, offering more people a 
chance to provide care. 

Starting in January, Piedmont Church is partnering with First 
Presbyterian Church, Berkeley to offer a series of Life Skills 
classes. FPCB has held these popular classes for several years. 
They focus on developing communication skills, enhancing 
spiritual growth, navigating transitions, promoting healing and 
preparing participants to care for others – family, friends 
or community. 

If you want to take part, classes meet Wednesdays from 6:30 
to 9pm in Berkeley from January 7 to April 29. You don’t need 
to attend every class to benefit. Several Piedmont Church folks 
will be taking part, so carpooling is available. There is a fee of 
$100, though Piedmont Church can defray some of the cost. 

Contact Don Ashburn at Don@PiedmontChurch.Org    

Congregational Care and Life Skills 

Our church lending 
library is full of 
spiritual food for the soul 
and we’re excited to share 
them all with our commu-
nity. Our only request is 
that books be returned. 
Even if you’ve had a book 
for many months or even 
years, we’d love them 
back…no questions asked.

Books will have a “Return 
to Piedmont Church” on 
the inside cover. Contact 
Suzie Skugstad 
suzie@hsdesigneb.com to donate.

We warmly invite all 7th graders and above to join us for our 
2026 Confirmation journey—a meaningful season of exploring 
faith, asking questions and growing together.

Classes begin Sunday, January 11, and lead up to a special 
overnight retreat March 27–28, with Confirmation Sunday 
celebrated on Palm Sunday, March 29.

Schedule
• Sundays, 12 - 1pm (starting January 11)
• Optional: Mondays, 3 - 4pm (offered if enough interest)
Location: Youth Room, C.E. Building
Curriculum: Alpha Youth Series

What Students Will Experience
• Explore core Christian beliefs
• Engage in open, honest conversations
• Build friendships and belonging
• Craft a personal Statement of Faith with guidance and support

Confirmation Sunday
Students who choose to become active members will be  
presented during worship on Palm Sunday, March 29.

Register by January 4

Lending Library, Spiritual Growth 

Confirmation Classes Begin Jan 11

If you plan on making 
end-of-year charitable
contributions, especially 
to Piedmont Community 
Church, you may find the 
following information from 
church Finance Committee 
Member and CPA 
John Chiang helpful.

Charitable Contributions Information

A memorial service for Piedmont Church member 
Marilyn Siden will be held Saturday, January 17, 11am. 
A lunch reception will follow.

Marilyn Siden Memorial Jan 17

A memorial service for Piedmont Church member 
Steve Wuebbens will be held Saturday, January 24, 11am. 
A lunch reception will follow.

Steve Wuebbens Memorial Jan 24

mailto:Don%40PiedmontChurch.Org?subject=
mailto:suzie%40hsdesigneb.com?subject=
https://piedmontcommunitychurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3291547
https://www.piedmontchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Charitable-Contribution-Strategies-for-Tax-Year-2025.pdf
https://fpcberkeley.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/44d2b5a9-a907-4adb-b534-f448d6162467
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December 7 Worship Media

1,320 Views
189 Hours Past 30 Days 
577 Total Subscribers

Our Channel This Week

WATCH

It was the Second Sunday of Advent. The Fisher family lit our 
Advent candle. Don Ashburn preached. Music by Piedmont 
East Bay Children’s Choir and Stephen Main.

Middle School Midweek takes place each Wednesday from 
2:45–4pm in the C.E. Building Youth Room. Come hang out, 
connect with friends (and make new ones), play some awesome 
games and grow in your faith. We can’t wait to see you there.

Middle School Midweek

As part of your church family, we offer the 
opportunity to celebrate with you by putting a rose 
on the Chancel while including the child’s name and 
family members in the bulletin within two weeks of 
the child’s arrival. Contact Sue Coffin at  
pinebox4@mac.com or (510) 654-0152,  
(510) 913-1140 (cell)

New Babies Celebrated with Rose

December 14
The God of Christmas...Comes Near
John 1:1-18, Colossians 1:15-17
Steve Schibsted preaching

December 21
The God of Christmas...Saves
John 3:16-17
Steve Schibsted preaching

December 24
The God of Christmas...Inspires Wonder
Luke 2:1-20
Steve Schibsted preaching

Advent Sermon Series

The staff parking lot is small and often overcrowded on  
Sundays. A reminder to please leave the lot available for those 
who truly need direct access to church property, especially 
those who have limited physical ability to walk. Thank you!

Staff Parking Lot Reminder

Men’s Breakfast Group Thursdays
You are invited to a weekly gathering of men for breakfast at 
Mama’s Royal Café on Broadway at 8am Thursday mornings. 
Enjoy good food, lively conversation and fellowship. 
Contact Kurt Peterson at kpeterson@pmrlegal.com

https://youtu.be/r6pSKJdB81g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfHlAuN6YnBZzk6ZZv0mrVg
mailto:pinebox4%40mac.com?subject=
mailto:kpeterson%40pmrlegal.com?subject=

